
Subject: URGENT: mee�ng request - 81% plan cut, NDIS illegal ac�ons
From: Bob Buckley <convenor@a4.org.au>
Date: 5/05/2026, 8:44 am
To: "McAllister, Jennifer (Senator)" <Senator.McAllister@aph.gov.au>

Dear Minister McAllister

As follow up to my email below, I request a mee�ng with you to discuss issue of the NDIS and their
unacceptable responses to ART decisions. Yesterday, the NDIS cut a par�cipant's NDIS plan by 81%.
The plan was a short plan resul�ng from from an NDIS decision. The par�cipant's NDIS number is
432153374. The par�cipant's new plan contains:

1. goals wri�en by the planner: this is contrary to the NDIA Act 2013 and the NDIS guidelines.
The plan omits the goals wri�en by the par�cipant.

2. fabricated descrip�ons of the applicant - the statements about "Your strengths" and "Your
daily life" are completely wrong (too brief and iden�cal). 

The plan refuses essen�al supports that were recently established as reasonable and necessary,
and as NDIS supports, via the ART. The par�cipant's plan fails to recognise his primary disability
type, au�sm. The par�cipant is an au�s�c child who is substan�ally more disabled by his au�sm
than most au�s�c children, yet his new NDIS plan says:

Assistance with self-care ac�vi�es from Assistance with Daily Life has not been included in this
plan.

Community, social and civic ac�vi�es from Assistance with social, economic and community
par�cipa�on has not been included in this plan.

Therapy supports from Improved daily living skills has not been included in this plan. 

Con�nence related equipment from Consumables has not been included in this plan. 

Diete�cs from Health and wellbeing has not been included in this plan.

Behaviour support from Behaviour support has not been included in this plan. 

This cut of 81% cannot be jus�fied a�er the ART decision less than 6 months especially when there
has been no change of circumstance. 

Please can we meet to discuss this and other major issues ge�ng NDIS support for NDIS
par�cipants with severe and profound au�sm. I note that no NDIS Minister has met with Au�sm
Aspergers Advocacy Australia (A4) to discuss such issues since the NDIS started. The NDIS excludes
A4, the na�onal DRO represen�ng au�sm inclusive of severe and profound au�sm, from its
consulta�ons.

--

Bob Buckley
Co-convenor, Au�sm Aspergers Advocacy Australia (A4)
website: h�p://a4.org.au/
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A4, a recognised disability representa�ve organisa�on (DRO), advocates for au�s�c people, their
families, carers and associates. A4 is internet based so that Australians anywhere can par�cipate in
and contribute to A4's advocacy for au�s�c people, their carers and allies.

A4 recognises the Tradi�onal Owners of lands in Australia; we respect their elders past, present
and emerging. Sovereignty was never ceded.

Recipients of correspondence from A4, especially poli�cians and government officials, are all subject to A4's policy on unanswered ques�ons: see h�p://

a4.org.au/node/1419.

-------- Forwarded Message --------
Subject:encouraging NDIS officials to act illegally

Date:Thu, 23 Apr 2026 14:51:16 +1000
From:Bob B-advocate <bobbadvocate@gmail.com>

To:Minister Butler <minister.butler@health.gov.au>
CC:McAllister, Jennifer (Senator) <Senator.McAllister@aph.gov.au>, Hon Michelle Rowland

MP <Michelle.Rowland.MP@aph.gov.au>

Dear Minister Butler, 

I was alarmed by your comment in your speech to the Press Club yesterday where you said:

Decisions in the Federal Court and Administrative Review Tribunal have restricted the Agency’s ability to 

implement scheme changes to ensure the Scheme serves and supports those it was built for.

While officials in the NDIS have sought from the outset to ignore law that governs their opera�ons,
it is extremely disappoin�ng that your words like this encouraging NDIS officials to act illegally. You
really need to jus�fy claims that the Court and Tribunal "have restricted the Agency’s ability" when
all those bodies do is enact the law that poli�cians created. The restric�on are due to the law - not
Court or Tribunal decisions. 

The issue of NDIS decisions that are contrary to the law is a growing issue: increasingly, NDIS
par�cipants are contes�ng NDIS planning decision in the ART because increasingly they feel the
NDIS is making wrong decisions. Mostly, the NDIS is found to have been wrong and the Tribunal
varies the original NDIS decision to meet legal requirements ... and usually the "correct and
preferable decision" benefits the par�cipant. And the NDIS seem unable to learn from these
experiences; the NDIS keeps making poor decisions and the ART's object to improve NDIS decision
making is unrealised. 

There are massive issues with recent and coming changes to NDIS law that deny par�cipants fair
and just access to proper review of NDIS decisions that seriously impact their lives. 

As we have indicated previously, the whole ART process is unnecessarily adversarial and contrary
to the right of people with disability - see for example h�ps://a4.org.au/node/2567 and our
previous communica�ons about the ART. We have suggested be�er ways to tackle hard or
expensive clinical decisions - but our sugges�ons are ignored. 

People expect be�er from a Minister in a Labor government. 
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--

Bob Buckley
Volunteer Au�sm Advocate

Bob recognises and respects the tradi�onal owners, elders past, present and emerging, of
Ngunnawal and Ngambri country, the lands on which he lives and works. Sovereignty was never
ceded.

Poli�cians, government officials, and other recipients please note: this email is subject to A4's policy on unanswered ques�ons: see h�p://a4.org.au/

node/1419.
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