




















Learning Outcomes 

• Explain what the Independent Assessment Pilot is.

• State the pilot process.

• Develop an understanding of the toolbox of Assessments

• Understand the steps to setup and administer assessments

• Understand the steps to generate assessment reports

• Complete the Participant Assessment Pack

• Identify the Support Resources available
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Objectives of Pilot

• Capture data related to functional capacity to inform improvements in access 

and planning processes.

• Expand previous pilot to cover all disabilities.

• Test additional assessment tools.
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Assessments approach

16

The Toolbox approach aims to get a more holistic profile of the person. It includes 

strengths-based assessment, while also noting where there are limitations.

This approach identifies

- What a person can do - their capacity to complete tasks with supports in place. 

- What the person does without supports and prompting in place.

- How involved they are. 

- Factors in the environment that help or make things difficult for the person. 
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PEDI-CAT / PEDI-CAT(ASD) Overview

18

The PEDI-CAT is a strengths based assessment that assesses a child or young person’s 

ability to complete tasks on their own or with help. It provides information about what a 

child or young person can currently do in the areas of Daily Activities, Mobility, 

Social/Cognitive and Responsibility. 

The PEDI-CAT will be completed with a parent or other representative of participants 

aged up to 20 years. 

Participants with a primary disability of Autism will undertake the PEDI-CAT (ASD) 

assessment. Every other participant will undertake the PEDI-CAT assessment.
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Vineland-3 Domain - Overview

19

Vineland-3 is a measure of an individual’s performance without prompting or help.

It asks questions relating to a person’s everyday living skills in Communication, Daily 

Living Skills, Socialisation and Maladaptive Behaviours. Participants under the age of 9 

years will have an additional area of Motor Skills assessed.

During the pilot, Clinicians will be administering the Domain version in an Interview 

format.
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CHIEF Overview

20

The Craig Hospital Inventory of Environmental Factors is commonly known as CHIEF. 

This assessment identifies any barriers that may be experienced by a person in their 

usual environments. Each person rates how often they encounter any barriers on the 25 

items of the CHIEF.

The CHIEF will be administered to the participant by an interview or if this is not possible, 

to a person who knows the participant well (by proxy). If the assessment is administered 

by proxy the results will be interpreted with more caution.
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PEM-CY Overview

21

The Participation and Environment Measure for Children and Youth, or the PEM-CY, is a 

measurement tool designed to help parents, service providers and researchers better 

understand the participation of children and youth. The PEM-CY measures participation 

in the home, school and community, along with environmental factors within each of 

these settings.

FOI 20/21-0042

Page 30 of 52



WHODAS 2.0 Overview

22

WHODAS 2.0 is an assessment that can measure health and disability at population 

level or in clinical practice. WHODAS 2.0 captures the level of functioning in six domains 

of life.

These include: Cognition, Mobility, Self-care, Getting Along, Life Activities and 

Participation.

If completed by a representative it will need to be someone who knows the participant 

well. The questions are answered according to how much difficulty the participant has 

had with an activity over the past 30 days
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LEFS Overview

23

The Lower Extremity Functional Scale (LEFS) is a questionnaire containing 20 questions 

about a person’s ability to perform everyday tasks. The LEFS can be used by clinicians 

as a measure of person‘s function, ongoing progress and outcome, as well as to set 

functional goals.

You will only be required to administer the LEFS questionnaire if the mobility section in 

the WHODAS section returns a specific result. In this situation, an additional set of 

questions will appear in the WHODAS tab for completion.
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LSP-39 Overview

24

Life Skills Profile, commonly known as the LSP-39 is used for assessing the impact of 

mental health problems on everyday life as opposed to clinical symptoms. It takes 

approximately 10 minutes to complete with a representative. The representative is 

someone who knows the participant well. 

The LSP-39 is not intended for self-assessment.
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Participant Interaction

25

The interaction part of this process allows the participant and the Clinician to meet, prior 

to the formal assessment being completed. This gives the Clinician the opportunity to 

observe the basic functioning of the participant within his or her own environment.

The activity should be of the participants choosing, and will run for 15-20 minutes.

The Clinician will record their observations of the participant’s general functioning in the 

listed domains. Not all areas need to be completed. Document only what is observed 

during the visit.

The Clinician will record any potential discrepancies between what was observed of the 

participants functioning and what was reported during the formal assessment.
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Participant Information

26

The participant information questions help to gain an understanding of how 

other factors in a participant’s life such as informal supports, transport and 

health might impact their everyday function. 

Where possible, the questions should be asked in a conversation style with 

free text input to clarify as needed. The participant information questions 

should take approximately 20 minutes to complete. 

The participant information should be completed by a parent/caregiver for a 

child/adolescent under 18 years. It is preferred that it is completed by the 

participant themselves if over 18 years or if this is not possible, by a family 

member, plan nominee or carer.

Note: There are two versions of these questions, one for participants under 18 

years (child and youth) and one for those 18 years and over (adult version). 

FOI 20/21-0042

Page 35 of 52





Demonstration

• Participant Assessment Pack

28
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PEDI-CAT/PEDI-CAT(ASD)

29

Steps

- Install & activate PEDI-CAT software.

- Specify if the participant has a primary disability of ASD

- Administer the ‘Speedy’ Type.

- Generate and save detailed and summary reports.

- Copy and paste the results from the PEDI-CAT assessment into the 

Participant Assessment Pack.

Learning Resources

Training resources: Learner Guide for Clinicians (Pg.14).

Setup, Administer, Report: Step by Step Guide (Pg.3).

Development, Standardisation, Administration: PEDI-CAT Manual.
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Vineland-3

30

Steps

- Log into your Qglobal account.

- Setup the Vineland-3 Domain Interview Form.

- Administer the assessment, and add any comments.

- Use the Suggested Interview Questions Guide (Appendix H)

- Generate and save a detailed and parent summary report.

- Copy and Paste the results from the PDF Vineland-3 report into the 

Pack.

- Save the report.

Learning Resources

Training resources: Learner Guide for Clinicians (Pg.9)

Setup, Administer, Report: Step by Step Guide (Pg.12)

Development, Standardisation, Administration: Vineland-3 Manual

Explanation of atypical way of completing an activity : Vineland-3 

Manual
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CHIEF

31

Steps

- Open the Participant Assessment Pack.

- Administer the assessment, scoring the items as per the scoring guide.

- Save the report.

Learning Resources

Training resources: Learner Guide for Clinicians (Pg.15).

Setup, Administer, Report: Step by Step Guide (Pg.34).

Development, Standardisation, Administration: CHIEF Manual.
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PEM-CY

32

Steps

- Click on the survey link 

https://ndiaiap.limequery.com/317365?lang=en

- Setup and administer the assessment.

- Press submit to send the results to NDIA

Learning Resources

Training resources: Learner Guide for Clinicians (Pg.15)

Setup, Administer, Report: Step by Step Guide (Pg.32)

Development, Standardisation, Administration: PEM-CY Manual.
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WHODAS 2.0

33

Steps

- Open the Participant Assessment Pack.

- Click on the WHODAS Tab

- Administer the assessment, scoring the items as per the scoring guide.

- Save the report.

Learning Resources

Training resources: Learner Guide for Clinicians (Pg.17)

Setup, Administer, : Step by Step Guide (Pg.31).

FOI 20/21-0042

Page 42 of 52



LEFS

34

Steps

- Open the Participant Assessment Pack.

- Click on the WHODAS Tab.

- Administer the assessment if indicated, scoring the items as per the scoring guide.

- Save the report.

Learning Resources

Training resources: Learner Guide for Clinicians (Pg.18)

Setup, Administer, : Step by Step Guide (Pg.32).
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LSP-39

35

Steps

- Open the Participant Assessment Pack

- Click on the LSP-39 Tab.

- Complete the relevant Participant, Representative and Clinician Assessment fields

- Administer the assessment, scoring the items as 0-1-2-3

- Save the report.

Learning Resources

Training resources: Learner Guide for Clinicians (Pg.20)

Setup, Administer, Report: Step by Step Guide (Pg.32)
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Participant Interaction

Steps

- Open the Participant Assessment Pack

- Click on the Participant Interaction Tab.

- Complete the relevant fields.

- Read the instructions on how to conduct the interaction session.

- Observe the participant during the activity, recording your observations in the 
respective fields.

- Note any additional observations or potential discrepancies.

- Save the Participant Assessment Pack.

Learning Resources

Training resources: Learner Guide for Clinicians (Pg.23)

Setup, Administer, Report: Step by Step Guide (Pg.33)
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Participant Information

Steps

- Open the Participant Assessment Pack

- Click on the Participant Information Sheet Tab.

- Administer the assessment answering each item using the drop down list and/or free 

text options.

- Save the Participant Assessment Pack.

Learning Resources

Training resources: Learner Guide for Clinicians (Pg.24)

Setup, Administer, Report: Step by Step Guide (Pg.34)
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Assessment Summary

• The Assessment Summary reports the results to NDIS planners

• The independent assessor enters assessment results in excel and a Level is generated 

for the participant

• The planner will be alerted to interpret results with caution:

• Free text window is available for independent assessor to make brief “additional 

comments”
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Assessment Summary

39

Steps

- Open the Participant Assessment Pack.

- Click on the Summary Tab.

- Updated the relevant fields ( Assessments completed, Assessment consistency, 

additional recommendations)

- Add Clinician details

- Save the report.

Learning Resources

Training resources: Learner Guide for Clinicians (Pg.20-21).

Setup, Administer, : Step by Step Guide (Pg.35).
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Support Resources

- Step by Step Guide

- Learner Guide for Clinicians ( Webinars, Videos, Manuals, Samples)

- FAQs

- Clinician Reference sheet

- Info sheets for Assessment Tools
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Let us know your thoughts on the 

learning experience

Training Survey

42
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Bishop, James

From: Bishop, James
Sent: Monday, 23 March 2020 2:37 PM
To: Dean, Jeremy; McNAUGHTON, SCOTT; SHORT, Lisa; STORK, Tim; Stevens, Tori; 

FAULKNER, Chris; FORD, Andrew; Large, James; Napolitano, Luke; Cromarty, Fiona; 
Smales, Peter; McCLELLAND, Christine; DIAMOND, Maryanne; Adam, Rebecca; 
NEVILLE, Liz; Verlin, Aaron; Lowe, Jamie; HONEY, Richard; Harris, Kathryn; 
Coldebella, Ronald; Hardy, Peter; JOHNSON, Sarah; Walter, Victor; RUNDLE, Vicki; 
Ranjan, Maathu

Cc: Bennett, Brett; Bladek, Oliver
Subject: Independent Assessment Pilot update [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Hi all, 

As you know the independent assessment pilot requires face to face contact with participants, so after pausing for a 
week we decided to close it altogether on Friday. It’s hard to imagine that we’ll be able to pick it up again in the next 
couple of months, so we’re now working towards an evaluation using assessments already completed. We’ll also 
identify open questions we need to answer in coming months. 

Our team will keep working towards a July start, but actual timing will depend on how the situation unfolds and 
other Agency priorities.  

Regards, 

James 

James Bishop 
Branch Manager, Service Design & Outcomes 
National Disability Insurance Agency 

M 0459 887 383 
E james.bishop@ndis.gov.au 
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