A4 Announcement

Autism data from
ABS 2003 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers

A4 asked the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) to summarise the data on autism and related disorders from the 2003 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers. The ABS provided the following table.


	age range

(years)
	Male
’000s
	Female
’000s
	Total
’000s
	Population
’000s

	0–4
	1.2
	0
	1.2
	1,243.5

	5–9
	6.5
	1.8
	8.2
	1,309.9

	10–14
	8.2
	2.6
	10.8
	1,347.3

	15-19
	3.3
	0.7
	3.9
	1,363.1

	20+
	6.1
	0.1
	6.2
	14,547.3

	Total
	25.3
	5.1
	30.4
	19,811.1


The data shows there were around 30,400 Australian with autism and related disorders in 2003 when the survey was conducted.

A4 calculated the prevalence of autism expressed in cases per 10,000 population in the various age ranges based on this data.
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This shows a peak of 121.7 boys with autism for each 10,000 boys aged 10 to 14 years. This means 1.2% of boys, or 1 in 80, in the age range have some form of autism. Of all children in the age range, 0,8% or 1 in 125, have some form of autism.

Data from the 1998 SDAC estimated there were 13,200 Australians with some form of autism. It showed the following prevalence:

	age range

(years)
	Male
	Female
	Total

	0–4
	
	
	7.78

	5–9
	82.2
	19.8
	51.0

	10–14
	48.7
	10.7
	29.7

	15+
	
	
	1.15

	Total
	
	
	7.07


The number of Australians with an autism diagnosis has more than doubled in just five years. Over the period, the number of people with an autism related diagnosis has increased significantly in every age group.
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		age range (years)		Male		Female		Total		Population

		0–4		1.2		0		1.2		1,243.50

		5–9		6.5		1.8		8.2		1,309.90

		10–14		8.2		2.6		10.8		1,347.30

		15-19		3.3		0.7		3.9		1,363.10

		20+		6.1		0.1		6.2		14,547.30
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		age range (years)		Male		Female		Total

		0–4		19.3		0.0		9.7

		5–9		99.2		27.5		62.6

		10–14		121.7		38.6		80.2

		15-19		48.4		10.3		28.6

		20+		8.4		0.1		4.3






