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Dcar i \4r ' I lucl i lcy

I  rcf 'cr  l r r  1, , , , , ,  lc l tcr .of ' l f i  Augrrst  201 I  to (hc l ) r ' inrc Mirr istcr ,  thc lJon. lu l ia Ci i l lnr t l  MP,
lcgalr l ing your conccl l ls i r [ )out a rcslx)use pt 'c l t i r rur l  [ ry thc [)cplr l rncnt ol ' I lcal th art t l  Aglcing
(Dol lA) to t l rc Scrratc Clonrrnuuitv Al ' la irs ( 'onrur i t tee. Your let tcr hus trecrr rcf i : r ' rccl  to r .r ' rc ns
thq Minislc l  lbt '  Mcnt l l  I - lcul th un(l  i \gcir . ,g, .

Yr, i l t r  lc l t t : t ' t ' t t iscr, l  tw,t t  conccrus in lc lat iou to l )ol lA's rcsponsc to thc Scnalc C'() l t l ln l . rni ty
z\ l la irs ( 'orrrrni t tcc Qucst iou ort  Not icc I : l l -184, YoLrr f l lst  cr) l lccnl  rc iatcd to t l rc statcnrent
t l tut  aul isur is t l tc rct t t i t  o l ' thc Dcpartnieut of  Farni l ios. f lousing, Cournlunity Selviccs anel
lnt l i  gcttoLrs Al ' f r r i rs (  I rul ' l  CIS lA).

Wlrcn g()\ 'cnl l rcnl  l ) r ' ( )grauls i t ivolvc crross p()11 fol io isstrcs i t  is rrot  ulrc()rnnron to i t lerr t i fy
i t  lcat l i lgcncy t()  cnsurc i ip lrropr iatc cuurcl i rrat iorr .  As Fal l f 'SlA has pol icy rcsponsibi l i ty lbr
scf ' , i iccs l i r r 'pcoplc rvi l l t  i l rsabi l i t ics.  i t  is cortscclucnt ly t l rc lcaclagcncy f i r r  thc l lc lpirrg
( 'h i l r l rcrru ' j l l tALrt istr( l lCWA)pacl ,agc.  lur t r lc ls luncl  that j t is fur ' th isrc ls() l ) thatDol lA's
rcsponsc clr :scr ibcr. i  aut i .srn as beirrg lhc reni i t  o1'Fal- lCSiA.

l- lowci,ct .  al thr i r"rgh l ral" l ( ISIA l tas pul icy rcsponsibi l i ty,  I  ackl towlcdgc that thc Auslral iur- t
( iovcrnnrcnl 's rcsl . lonsc to aut isrrr  nrust t rc l  s l ralccl  rcsporrsibi l i ty.  i ICWA is a cross porl l i l l io

l"xtckuuc' .  inclrrding rr()nrponcuts ovcrsecn by thlcc l )cpartnrcnts * Fal- l ( 'SlA, DeiHA i tnd the
I)cpalt t t tcnt ol ' l :c luci t l ion. [ :nrployrrrcnt,  ; rnt i  Workl ; lacc Rclat ions. Dol{A has lespt lnsibi l i ty
l i r r  thc i t t t l l lct t rcnlat ion of a cr i rrr l - lorrcnt ot ' thc pacl<agc. t l rc ner.v Mct l icare i tems lbrt l iagnosis
iurt l  cat '11, i r t lc lvcnl iol t  l i r r  c lr i l th 'cn vvi th nut isrn urrt l  o l l rcr pcrvasivc t lcvcloprlcntal  disort lcrs.

Yott t  sccot i t l  cot tccnl  re lutct l  to t l tc  stutcr t tcnt  t l r i l l  Dol lA is not invarc of  any cvi t lcrrcc ul 'an1,
lnaiol  shi l is  in t l rc 1:rcvalcncu o[ 'aut isnr i r r  Austnr l ia.

I  ut t t lct 'stunt l  thal  Dol lz\  c locs rroI col lcct t lat tr  orr  l l rc; trcvir lcrrcr;  ol 'aut i .snr i rr  Auslnr l ia.
I lon'cvcr.  Dol lA's al lswer l i rcusct l  {rn 1)r 'cvulcncc lathcr t l ran on trroat lel  iu i t rnl l t ion about
aut i  snt .

' l ' l tL:  ALtstr i t l i i t t t  ( io"ct ' r t r t tcr t t .  t l rxrugh t l tc Nal iorral  l leal th ancl  Met l ical  I (cscarch (- 'otrrrc i l
(NI l l \41{( ' ) ,  l ras l turt lccl  ncnrly $]()  rrr i l l iorr  ovcr the l rst  tcrr  ycars or) rcscarch into uut isnr nucl
t 'c latct l  t l isr l lders. Whi lc soi l lc rcsei l l 'c l t  suggc'sts i rn i rrcrclrsc in thc nuniLrcr o1'aut isrr i
t l iaqnoscs, I  l ravc becrr adviscr l  t l rat  r luny inlcrrral ional expcrts have urgccl  caut ion in
i  r t tcr l r 'c l i r rg t l t is  t l i r t l r .
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' l ' l tc ( iorrcrt tntcrt t  is l \ \ f i l fc ol ' t l rc r tcccl  l i t r  i rccuratc ( l i l t i r  ol l  aut isrrr  at t t l  is dcvclopirrg a rcgistcr
to i rrrproi .c our Lrnr lc ls l i r rrr l i r rg.  In Airgusl 2()()9 lhc l l rcrr  Parl i i rnrcrr t : t ry Sccrctary f i l r
l ) isabi l i t ics arrt l  ( ' l r r lc i rc lr 's Scrr iccs anr.rotrrrcecl  supl)()r ' t  i i r r  a Nal ionul Arrt isnr Spcctrur l
[ ) isr l rdcl  l {cgistcl  t ()  crci l tc a courprchcrrsivc apploach to thc col lcct ion ol 'e iatn ol t  aul isur.

' [ ' l tc Nat iot t i r l  ALrl isru Spcct lurr t  I ) isorulcr Rcgistcl  lo l  lorvcd l j r rut  a recott tr t tct t t lat iot t  ol 'a20()7
rc[)ort  l i l lcr l  77rc I t t ' t t ' t t l t ,nca o/ , l t t l i . r t t t  in, . t r t rs/rul i r r .  cornmissionccl  bythe Arrstral iarr  At lv isoly
i lonrcl  ort  .Atr t isnr Spectruur Disorulcrs.

' l ' l tc rcpot l  l i r t rnd l l t i r t  thc pt 'cvalcncc of ar.r t isur in Austr i r l ia n,as not ucrr i r in l l t r rrr  cxisl i r rg i lata.
I t  rccoutmctrdcd that at lc l i t ional sourccs ot ' i r t lormatiorr .  sucl i  as i t  regislcr ot ' individuals rvi th
aut isrn. rvould bc rct ;Lr i rcd to gather rcl iablc ancl val ic l  est i rnates ol thc l rrevalcncc of aut isur.

Iral lS( ' lz\  l t ls rcsportsibi l i ty l r rr  thc Nut ional Aut isnr Spcctrurn Rcgistcr.  I  havc bccn ar lv isccl
that  l ; l l l ( 'SlA has uni lcr t rkcn a nunrberol 'pro. jecls 'ovi th theAustral ian Inst i tuteof l lcal t l r  and
Wcll i r rc to ex1; lore t l tc l -casibi l i ty i tnd pr.oposc opt iorrs t i i r  c lcvclopmcrtt  of  t l rc I i 'cgister an<. l
t l tcsc t 'pt iot ls i t rc cu r l 'c ' l t t  ly t r t t r lct '  ccl t ts i t lcr i t t  i r r t r .

I  l ravc l rcct i  i rdvisct l  that Doi lA l tas 1; ic i ;arcd a rcstrorrse to thc Scnatc Cornrrr i t tcc in rclat iorr
to -your cttt'rcsporrrlcttcc to thc C'ornrnittcc trn this issue, Dol-lA lrirs acivisecl tl-rc Clomurittcc
lhat i t  is l t l tppy lor thc r(rr ipor lsc ( tr  t rrr  uiar lc publ ic.

I unclcrslaucl you ltavc nrct with lVlinislcr li.oxott's otficc rnclslroultl you rvish to ciiscr.rss
t l tcsc rnir t tc ls l i r r t l icr ' .  lccl  f icc t t l  gct in touch r.v i th nry iul i , ' isor,  Mr Davir l  Pcarson. olr
(t2\ 6J11 128{t.

I  t rr-rst  thrr t  thc t l rovc iulbnual ion is ol ' r . rsc.
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