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          	Read more about A4's support to develop the National Autism Strategy


  





    


  
  
    
          
        
National Disability Insurance Agency accused of ‘failing’ young children with autism
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            Stephanie Convery


Committee hears every family Autism Partnerships Australia worked with who challenged their NDIS funding rejection was eventually approved for intensive support


The National Disability Insurance Agency is failing young children severely affected by autism by rejecting their claims for intensive support funding only to do an about-face after families have spent months in a lengthy, expensive tribunal process, a parliamentary committee has heard.


          	Read more about National Disability Insurance Agency accused of ‘failing’ young children with autism
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            As the NAS got underway, A4 provided several reports (see below).

The Autism Spectrum Disorder in Australia report describes numerous datasets relating to autism. Australia has several national datasets that include population data relating to people diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders. These show diagnosis rates over time, by age, etc. Some of the data is quite detailed.


          	Read more about Reports provided to the National Autism Strategy (NAS)


  





    


  
  
    
          
        
One mum’s advice to Bill Shorten on how to save money in the NDIS
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            Lynda Fallon

As the cost of the NDIS balloons, and the government looks for ways to make savings, one battle-weary mum offers some budgeting suggestions.

Dear Mr Shorten, firstly, I want to say thank you for the NDIS. It’s a scheme with the very best of intentions to give people like my son, Ben, their best chance at fulfilling their potential — and I love that we are lucky enough to live in a country where people in power care.


          	Read more about One mum’s advice to Bill Shorten on how to save money in the NDIS


  





    


  
  
    
          
        
NDIS diagnosis of autism may have ‘unforeseen consequences’, Kurt Fearnley warns
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Stephen Lunn, SOCIAL AFFAIRS EDITOR, MELBOURNE


The need for a diagnosis of autism early in a child’s life to secure NDIS support may have “unforeseen consequences” as they face the long-term stigma of being labelled disabled, National Disability Insurance Agency chair Kurt Fearnley says.


          	Read more about NDIS diagnosis of autism may have ‘unforeseen consequences’, Kurt Fearnley warns


  





    


  
  
    
          
        
Autism study ‘a pointer for NDIS’: expert
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            Stephen Lunn


New data showing just over one in four US children on the autism spectrum have “profound autism” could help the National Disability Insurance Scheme as it looks to manage growing numbers of autistic kids needing support, a leading expert says.


          	Read more about Autism study ‘a pointer for NDIS’: expert


  





    


  
  
    
          
        
“Camouflaging” of autistic traits linked to internalizing symptoms such as anxiety and depression
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            Vladimir Hedrih


A study of autistic children and adolescents in Australia showed that those suffering from anxiety, depression or similar symptoms (apart from autism) showed a more pronounced tendency to try to mask their autistic traits in social situations. Adolescents were also more likely to camouflage their autistic traits than children. The study was published in Autism Research.


          	Read more about “Camouflaging” of autistic traits linked to internalizing symptoms such as anxiety and depression


  





    


  
  
    
          
        
CDC Estimate On Autism Prevalence Increases To 1 In 36 Children In U.S.
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            Jennifer "Jay" Palumbo


Autism is on the rise among young children.


Earlier this year, a new study in the journal Pediatrics looked at more than 4,000 8-year-olds in the New York and New Jersey areas and found that autism rates have tripled over the last 16 years.


          	Read more about CDC Estimate On Autism Prevalence Increases To 1 In 36 Children In U.S.


  





    


  
  
    
          
        
National Autism Strategy: express your interest to be part of the Oversight Council or Working Groups
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            Expressions of interest are now open for the National Autism Strategy’s Oversight Council and its Working Groups.


This is an exciting opportunity for autistic people and representatives from the autism community to make sure the voices of autistic people, their families, carers and those that work to support them are at the heart of the National Autism Strategy.


The Oversight Council and Working Group members will guide the co-design work to develop and implement the Strategy, with Working Groups to consider four key areas:


          	Read more about National Autism Strategy: express your interest to be part of the Oversight Council or Working Groups


  





    


  
  
    
          
        
Seeking expert support for a child with autism: 'If we hadn't asked for help I might have lost my mind'

      

        

          
              
          
  

        

              
          
            By bobb | 
Fri, 24/2/2023 - 10:01


          
        

        
      

    
  

  
  
    
      
                [image: child practicing writing]




          

  
            "Having our child diagnosed with autism was the biggest challenge for me and my husband. Our marriage was even on the verge of breaking down, had we not sought help from experts," mum-of-two Ghia Man reveals to SBS Filipino.


Key Points


          	Read more about Seeking expert support for a child with autism: 'If we hadn't asked for help I might have lost my mind'
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